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Next year, Eastern is scheduled to 
open its new Center for the Perform-
ing Arts—a massive, 93,000 square-
foot venue with capacity to seat 
more than 2,000 people and host 
everything from a grand Broadway 
show to an intimate single-person 
performance. 
Many expect the center to put 
both Eastern and Madison County 
on the map, establishing its reputa-
tion as an arts, entertainment and 
cultural spot rivaling other notable 
Kentucky venues, such as the Nor-
ton Center at Centre College and the 
Singletary Center for the Arts at the 
University of Kentucky. 
But each week, as the pieces of 
the gigantic structure go up, there’s 
another project quietly underway, 
gradually taking shape out of public 
view. 
It’s the behind-the-scenes work of 
preparing this much-heralded center 
for the day when it swings open its 
doors and makes its claim as one of 
the state’s premiere arts and enter-
tainment venues. 
And it’s basically being shoul-
dered by a mere three people: the 
center’s director, marketing director 
and technical director. 
Setting the stage and the 
schedule
For this small group, each day is 
fi lled with the challenge of ensuring 
that the center lives up to its lofty 
promise. In practice, that translates 
to a lot of preparation work that 
looks months, even years, into the 
future, all in hopes that every detail 
is covered, allowing the center to hit 
the ground running when it’s fi nally 
unveiled. 
“It is a lot of work, and it’s hec-
tic,” said Keith Johnson, the center’s 
technical director. “But it keeps me 
interested, and it makes me happy to 
watch everything take shape.” 
Th e group said its biggest chal-
lenge is raising public awareness 
about the center and the role it will 
play in the larger Eastern Kentucky 
region once it’s open. 
Katherine Eckstrand, the center’s 
director, said she’s sometimes sur-
prised that people are aware the cen-
ter is going up, but don’t fully grasp 
what it will mean for the area once 
it’s up and running. 
Th e center, she said, will help bol-
ster the region’s artistic, cultural 
and educational life. And it will like-
ly give the area a huge publicity and 
economic boon. 
“Th e arts have always been an in-
tegral and signifi cant part of the hu-
man experience,” Eckstrand said 
earlier this year. “Th is center, by pro-
viding quality, varied and diverse 
arts experiences, will contribute sig-
nifi cantly to the community’s educa-
tional, cultural and economic quality 
of life.” 
Eckstrand and the center’s mar-
Ben Chandler, the Dem-
ocratic incumbent from 
Kentucky’s sixth district, 
addressed Eastern students 
Wednesday in Herndon 
Lounge. Th e visit was one 
of the fi nal stops on Chan-
dler’s cam-
paign trail 
before the 
m i d t e r m 
e l e c t i o n s 
next Tues-
day. 
 
Chandler 
opened the 
event on a light note, talk-
ing about a charity base-
ball game he plays sporting 
Eastern’s colors every year. 
“Th e object of the game 
is to not get hurt,” said the 
51-year-old congressman. 
“But it’s for a good cause.”
Chandler then got down 
to business discussing pol-
itics and what he thinks 
the biggest issues are in 
Kentucky. Th e top issue 
on Chandler’s list was the 
economy, which he said he 
believes is a central issue 
for all Americans. He spent 
some time going over the 
recent fi nancial crisis in the 
U.S., which he described as 
“a very unusual time.”
“Often, while we’re liv-
ing through something, we 
don’t realize what we’re liv-
ing through,” Chandler said 
on the fi nancial crisis.
Chandler said he didn’t 
vote for the Troubled As-
set Relief Plan, or TARP, be-
cause he thought it reward-
ed the owners of the large 
banks for their behavior 
that caused the meltdown. 
Instead, Chandler told the 
audience that he would 
have rather managed the 
banks through a bankrupt-
cy process, while ensuring 
the heads of the establish-
ments got the punishment 
Ben Chandler 
visits Eastern
on the eve of 
election week
Center for the Performing Arts 
hopes to put Richmond on the map
University president 
and family affected 
by shooting accident
New center for LGBTQ community 
opens doors after long preparation
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Tammy Cornett, Keith Johnson and Katherine Eckstrand, the directors of the 
Center, have already begun preparations for the grand opening.
Ben Chandler spoke in the Herndon Lounge of the Powell 
Building Wednesday as part of a Democratic campaign rally.
The Alphabet 
Center, a project 
that has been 
in the works 
for several 
years, opened 
to the public on 
Wednesday after 
its ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. The 
space, which met 
much resistance 
- namely, space 
issues, can be 
found in the 
basement of 
Miller Hall. The 
center is hoped 
to be a place to 
learn and affirm 
LGBTQIQAA 
culture.
“We’re out of the 
closet and into 
the basement 
today,” Marta 
Miranda said at 
the ceremony.
The new Center of Performing Arts, located across the bypass next to the Business and Technology Center is schedule 
to open its doors next year.
 › SEE CPA, PAGE A5
Robert Douglas Whitlock, Jr., 
Eastern President Doug Whitlock’s 
grandson, died from injuries sus-
tained from an accidental shooting 
that took place at Robert’s house 
Sunday.
Robert, 14, was a student at Clark 
Moores Middle School.
Th e funeral will be held today 
(Th ursday) at 11 a.m. at the First 
Chrisitan Church, which is locat-
ed at the corner of Main Street and 
Lancaster Avenue. 
Burial follows at the Richmond 
Cemetery. 
Th e family asks that any dona-
tions be made to Robert Doug-
las Whitlock, Jr. Fund for Autism 
at Eastern Kentucky University, 
Coates Building CPO 19A. 
Ben Chandler
www.easternprogress.com
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Halloween Ball to take 
place Thursday
Th e Art & Design program will 
sponsor a Halloween ball from 7 
to 11 p.m. Oct. 28 in the Camp-
bell building. Prizes will be award-
ed for best costume and best carved 
pumpkin. Tickets are $5 at the door. 
Bring canned goods and get $1 off  
ticket price. For more information, 
contact Cassie Shaver at cassandra_
shaver1@eku.edu.
Chautauqua: “The Inner 
Lives of Animals”
Jonathan Balcombe, scientist 
and activist, will deliver a lecture 
at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 28 in the O’ Don-
nell Auditorium of the Student Ser-
vices Building. Balcombe, who has 
published four books (among them, 
“Pleasurable Kingdom” and “Sec-
ond Nature: Th e Inner Lives of An-
imals”), will speak on animal be-
havior and his animal research. For 
more information, contact Minh 
Nguyen at minh.nguyen@eku.edu.
Student Life presents
Twilight Saga: “Eclipse”
Watch the third installment of 
the wildly popular Twilight saga 
at 9 p.m. Oct. 28 in the Herndon 
Lounge of Powell. For more infor-
mation, contact Nikki Hart at nikki.
hart@eku.edu.
Volunteer at
Berea ReStore
Volunteer with Student Life at 
the Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
in Berea from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 
29. For more information, contact 
Brian Perry at studentlife@eku.edu 
or 622-3855.
Halloween Paintball
Adventure Trip
Adventure Programs will spon-
sor a trip to paintball at the Red 
River Gorge on Oct. 31 for $25. For 
more information, contact Mike 
Conley at 606-367-1347.
“Sweet Dreams for the 
College Student”
Th e Counseling Center will hold 
a workshop on sleep and how it can 
help with remembering and learn-
ing at 5 p.m. Nov. 2 in SSB 568. For 
more information, contact Char-
lene Mullins at charlene.mullins@
eku.edu.
Ghost Hunters:
Chris Moon
Chris Moon, paranormal re-
searcher and investigator, will 
speak, show video and give tours 
around campus at 9 p.m. Nov. 3. 
For more information, contact Nik-
ki Hart at nikki.hart@eku.edu.
Regular inspec on with 
no follow-up due:
Buff alo Wild Wings, 100 Eastern 
Bypass, 98%
Culver’s, 2012 Lantern Ridge 
Drive, 93%
Subway, 2161 Lexington Road, 
97%
Fountain Food Court, Powell 
Building, 95%
Fresh Food Company, Powell 
Building, 97%
Regular inspec on with 
follow-up due:
Kentucky Fried Chicken, Car-
riage Gate Center, 94%
* Water dripping from top of 
freezer
MARLA MARRS/PROGRESS
From left to right:
Adam Wilson, a 
junior, and Spencer 
Barrett, a junior, 
dressed as Carl and 
Russell from Disney 
Pixar’s “Up” and won 
Best Group.
Daniel Hinds, a 
sophomore, was 
awarded Most 
Original for his Paulie 
Bleaker getup.
Robert Bennett, a 
sophomore, donned 
a joker costume and 
got Most Scary.
Best Overall was 
awarded to Samuel 
Ratliff, a junior, who 
showed up as a 
headless man.
Halloween ball brings out the best and scariest costumes 
All information in Inspections is 
obtained from the Madison County 
Health Department.
Inspections
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s...and
 Let Yo
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Voice B
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News Briefs
Weather
THURSDAY
Sunny
High: 62  Low: 34
Precip: 0%
 
FRIDAY
Sunny
High: 59 Low: 33
Precip: 0%
SATURDAY
Sunny
High: 66  Low: 38
Precip: 0%
SUNDAY
Mostly Sunny
High: 68  Low: 46
Precip: 10%
MONDAY
Partly Cloudy
High: 72  Low: 50
Precip: 10%
TUESDAY
Showers
High: 69 Low: 42
Precip: 40% 
WEDNESDAY
Showers
High: 64  Low: 37
Precip: 30%
Source: Weather.com
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Talk of alcohol awareness on college campuses can of-
ten end up more as background noise than anything else. 
But on Th ursday, Eastern’s annual Rocksoberfest turned up 
the volume.
“It’s all about having a rockin’ sober time,” said Auntrelle 
Jackson, coordinator for Student Life. “Learning isn’t al-
ways fun. Th is is all about fun.”
Th e program presented by the Health Education Action 
Team (HEAT) and Th ursday Alternative Getaways, set up 
various booths giving students a chance to feel “drunk” — 
without the alcohol.  Among these booths was a “drunken 
driving simulator” where students were given the opportu-
nity to experience exactly how being under the infl uence 
can aff ect driving abilities.
 “People who already [drink and drive] still will,” said 
Stedmon Hopkins, a junior occupational therapy major 
from Louisville. “I mean I heard kids walking away saying 
that it wasn’t really what drunken driving was like.”
When students weren’t trying to drive with their beer 
goggles on, they could participate in “condom races,” in 
which they raced to get a condom on artifi cial penises un-
der drunken conditions.
 “It’s not very easy to put a condom on when you’re 
drunk,” said Brittany Foley, a senior psychology major from 
Paris. “People need to be informed about this stuff .”
Other booths included a Jeopardy!-style trivia game on 
facts about alcohol, cornhole with vision impairment gog-
gles and a pledge that students could sign promising they 
would not drink and drive. For each booth the student par-
ticipated in, they received a ticket. Two tickets earned a t-
shirt, which promoted the alcohol awareness message.  
“It’s a great opportunity to do something outside the 
classroom and to get involved and hear this important 
message,” said Meghan Scott, coordinator for HEAT.
Some students felt the event gave clear information that 
they could use later in life. 
“Well, in the future, I’ll be in school and just to be able 
to answer their questions and be a role model,” said Aman-
da Stepp, a junior elementary education major from Ports-
mouth, Ohio. 
Somewhere in a Kentucky high school 
right now, there is a student making plans 
to go to work after graduation instead of 
applying for college. Across town, there is a 
young woman being diagnosed with breast 
cancer.
Both of these cases are possibly the re-
sult of educational barriers that are com-
mon to rural communities. In an eff ort to 
break these barriers, Eastern has a new 
team of agents on campus called the Educa-
tional Extension Agents.
Each of these seven agents has been as-
signed to serve a portion of the university’s 
22-county primary service region where 
they look for areas of need. Some of the ar-
eas they might address include promoting 
entrepreneurship, increasing literacy and 
obtaining funds for afterschool programs.
Agent Paula Wilder says the primary 
goal of the EEA is to promote higher edu-
cation.
“We want EKU to be their fi rst choice, of 
course,” she said. “But we just want them to 
go to college regardless.”
Wilder said she has found a person-
al area of passion in the EEA. As a former 
project director for the Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA), she 
had to conduct a community-wide needs 
assessment in several rural communities of 
Kentucky.  In her research she found cancer 
rates that she said could indicate a poor fu-
ture for Kentucky.
“With this knowledge, I took this job 
on as an EEA in hopes of making a diff er-
ence in many diff erent areas of education,” 
Wilder said. “But my primary goal was with 
health and wellness.”
Wilder’s latest project has been in forg-
ing a partnership with Patty A. Clay Hospi-
tal to bring health and wellness education 
into Garrard County Schools. She said she 
had the privilege of seeing her work unfold 
last week. 
Medical professionals from the hospital 
performed activities in the school’s physical 
education and health classes, as well as with 
the students of family consumer science. In 
addition to the health activities and lessons, 
they stressed to the students the ever-grow-
ing need of the medical fi eld in rural areas.
“Even though the students were exposed 
to so much new information, they were not 
overwhelmed,” Wilder said. “Patty A. Clay 
did a great job.”
Th e hospital also taught the girls in the 
classes how to perform a self breast exam, 
something many of them had never heard 
of. Typically they would not learn about 
the exam until they began getting mam-
mograms at the age of 20. Wilder said she 
believes that waiting until this age is too 
risky, especially for women with a history of 
breast cancer in their family.
“If it’s instilled in them at a young age, 
they will do it,” she said. “Activities like 
these could save a girl’s life.”
Wilder has another partnership in the 
works between Southern Kentucky Medi-
cal Associates and Russell County schools, 
which she expects to be under way by De-
cember. 
Her next hurdle will be easing her way 
into the issue of cervical cancer, which she 
said is touchy and diffi  cult to approach.
“Th e rates of cervical cancer in Ken-
tucky are comparable to that of a third 
world country,” she said. “Th ere’s no reason 
for the issue other than that they just don’t 
have the knowledge until it’s too late.”
Th e EEA’s objective is to replace that 
lack of knowledge with young individuals 
who are educated and confi dent. For exam-
ple, it is standard for an agent to approach 
a student who is making plans for factory 
work as a future career. Once that student 
visits Eastern, he or she might leave with a 
dream of following a diff erent career path, 
such as nursing or teaching. 
“We are taking EKU out into the com-
munity,” Wilder said. “We want a light bulb 
to go off  in people making them aware of 
the opportunities available for them.”
Wilder added that she hopes she will see 
the results of her work in the future.
“Five years from now, I hope this pro-
gram will show me that the students I am 
working with now are in college,” she said.
 
SARAH STEWART/PROGRESS
Students participate in various ‘drunken’ simulated activities
By TAYLOR PETTIT
progress@eku.edu
Annual Rocksoberfest turns up 
the volume on alcohol awareness
New campus group helps overcome educational barriers
EDUCATIONAL EXTENSION AGENTS 
PROMOTE HIGHER EDUCATION 
AND INCREASED LITERACY
By STEPHANIE COLLINS
progress@eku.edu
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Maruthi Dasari left India more than a 
year ago. He is a computer science grad-
uate student and the graduate assistant 
for the Diversity Planning Department 
on campus. Along with his studies and 
job, Maruthi is keeping up with his reli-
gious practices in Hinduism. 
As a child and throughout high 
school, Maruthi recalls going to a tem-
ple every morning with his mother and 
sometimes other family members. 
Now, at Eastern, he said he has few-
er opportunities. Th e closest temple to 
Eastern is in Louisville. Because of the 
drive, Maruthi said he can only go for 
festivals and special occasions. 
But he added that he doesn’t believe 
that you necessarily have to go to the 
temples to encounter God. 
“[I] believe that God is in my heart,” 
he said.
Even though he doesn’t go to the tem-
ples every day, Maruthi said he still prays 
every morning and night. 
“My mom reminds me to pray when 
we talk on Skype,” he said. 
And Maruthi said he has developed 
such a routine of praying, it is second 
nature to him now. 
Maruthi explained that there are spe-
cifi c deities to pray to every day. Th e 
prayers that he and his family say are 
usually in the form of mantras. Accord-
ing to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 
mantras are “a mystical formula of in-
vocation of incantation.” Th ey are com-
monly repeated prayers, considered to 
spiritually transform a person and/or 
make requests to a god or goddess. 
When in India, Maruthi and his fam-
ily would go to the temple dedicated to 
the deity of that day, every morning be-
fore school. He said the temples they 
went to on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays were walking distance from his 
house. 
On the other days, he and his mother 
would sometimes travel as far as 45 min-
utes away to go to the temples to pray 
and receive blessings. 
Maruthi shared stories of the bless-
ings he and his family have received 
from their dedication to prayer. He re-
called one time when his dad’s business 
was going poorly, so his mom prayed for 
things to get better. 
When his dad’s business was stable 
again, he said his family didn’t think it 
was chance. 
“It was because of prayer and bless-
ings that my dad’s business got better,” 
he said. 
On another occasion, Maruthi said 
once he was really sick with a high fever. 
Th e doctor said he would have to be in 
bed for 25 days in order to heal. Maruthi 
couldn’t be sick for that long, though, 
because he had to take exams in the next 
few weeks, so he and his mother prayed. 
Within 10 days, Maruthi said he was 
feeling better and was able to take the 
exams. 
“Th ese kinds of miracles happen be-
cause of the blessings we receive from 
praying to the gods,” he said.
Another special practice that 
Maruthi’s family participates in is off er-
ing coconuts to deities, specifi cally in 
Lord Ganesha temples. (Maruthi said 
his mother did this when she was pray-
ing for her husband’s business.) He said 
they will regularly off er one coconut, but 
in special times of need, they sometimes 
off er up to 100. Th ere are many symbolic 
reasons for off ering a coconut; for one, 
the milk inside the coconut is the purest 
thing one can off er, and so it is pleasing 
to the god.
Maruthi said his parents taught him 
what he knows about Hinduism. He 
learned the meanings of mantras, the 
signifi cance and stories of the gods and 
what good and evil is.
In India, Maruthi went to a Christian 
missionary school. He was not taught re-
ligion in school, but said the principal 
was a Christian and would encourage 
the students to go to a Christian church 
nearby. 
He said he went to church because 
they had a lot of activities for the youth 
and it was fun, but never to learn any-
thing about the faith.
“I’ve been to church before, but not 
seriously,” Maruthi said. 
He added that his parents believe and 
follow the principles, so he believes and 
follows the principles. 
“I believe God is one, so I nev-
er thought of changing or how other 
friends are [practicing] other religions,” 
he said.
Even though his religious practic-
es have to be somewhat diff erent in the 
U.S., Maruthi said he has never consid-
ered the option of not practicing Hindu-
ism, and said his friends at Eastern are of 
all diff erent faiths. 
When comparing other religions 
such as Christianity and Islam to Hindu-
ism, Maruthi said there are several dif-
ferences.
“We don’t talk about it [Hinduism] at 
all,” he said. “We pray and that’s it. Th ere 
is no preaching or anything.” 
Maruthi quoted, “Be good, do good.” 
Th is doctrine, based on the ‘doctrine of 
truth’ in the Vedas, one of Hinduism’s 
sacred texts, is how Maruthi said he tries 
to live his life. Th e idea is that if he is a 
good person and does good things, then 
he will have a fulfi lled life and end up in 
heaven. 
But Maruthi said a person cannot 
continue to do bad things, pray to God, 
and expect to be forgiven. 
“People [in India] dress nice and pray 
much in [the] temples. It’s funny for me 
because I know how they act afterward,” 
he said.
Maruthi said he also believes in kar-
ma, so there is a sense of responsibility 
and consequences for one’s actions on 
Earth.
Due to this and other Hindu beliefs, 
as well as the Indian society, Maruthi 
said he has been brought up in a culture 
that has a strong emphasis on education.
“It is really funny to see other stu-
dents not paying attention to teachers 
and eating and drinking [in class],” he 
said. “I was really shocked seeing peo-
ple drinking Coke and wearing sweat 
clothes in the classroom.” 
Maruthi said he likes to dress like a 
professional because it shows respect 
when in the classroom. He laughed at 
the idea of him not paying attention in 
class and eating while the professor was 
talking because in India, he said that 
would never happen.
Student lives and learns by ‘be good, do good’ motto
By JENNY JOHNSON
progress@eku.edu
MARUTHI DASARI BELIEVES IN A 
SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY AND 
CONSEQUENCES FOR ONE’S ACTIONS
“I believe God is one, 
so I never thought 
of changing or how 
how other friends 
are [practicing] other 
religions.” 
Maruthi Dasari
graduate assistant for 
the Diversity Planning 
Department
Maruthi Dasari
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keting director, Tammy Cornett, 
have been regularly going out into 
the community to help spread the 
word about the center and helping 
local offi  cials, businesses and res-
idents understand how the center 
can help serve them. 
Cornett, for instance, has been 
sending out questionnaires to the 
public, seeking input on how peo-
ple would most like to see the cen-
ter used. 
Th e group has also been uti-
lizing social media to help keep 
the public apprised of the cen-
ter’s progress. Cornett recently es-
tablished a Facebook page for the 
center, where she regularly posts 
photographs showing the cen-
ter’s construction progress. Recent 
photos show the interior drywall 
going up and the tiles being placed 
in the center’s bathrooms. 
“Each post should drive our 
fans to stay involved and contin-
ue to follow the progress,” Cornett 
said. 
Another hurdle the group 
members said they face is plan-
ning the center’s direction—both 
in booking acts and performers as 
well as drawing audiences—nearly 
a year in advance. 
“Trying to put a budget and 
marketing plan together for un-
known events is quite a challenge, 
“ Cornett said. “Which avenue will 
be the right one to target patrons?” 
In September, Eckstrand at-
tended a conference in Pittsburgh 
where she met with agents who 
represent acts that are cost-appro-
priate for the type of facility East-
ern will have. 
Another problem the team runs 
into when booking performances 
is timing. Most acts usually don’t 
book more than year out. Th ere-
in lies an issue: the team will have 
to wait until less than a year from 
the opening date to even book the 
fi rst performance. Th e team says 
the number one question they are 
asked is, “Who is coming to the 
center?”
“We will not be announcing 
our schedule until April, so com-
ing up with the right answer is a 
challenge because people want to 
know,” Cornett said. “I can say we 
will have a mixture of plays, music 
and hopefully something for ev-
eryone in our community.”
Construction behind the 
curtain
While Eckstrand and Cornett 
are working to make sure every-
one knows about the Center and 
its mission, Johnson is working be-
hind the scenes with contractors 
and architects. He lends his exper-
tise in the fi eld of theater to ensure 
that this facility is in fact state-of-
art and has all the latest bells and 
whistles.
Johnson has done extensive re-
search on items such as the or-
chestra pit shell, lighting, seating 
and the counterweight system, 
which will control the stage cur-
tains and props from overhead.
“Everything has to be exact,” 
Johnson said. “I am a master of co-
ordinating and information shar-
ing; I make sure the right hand 
knows what the left hand is doing.”
Johnson said he spent almost 
three weeks engrossed with the 
task of determining the specifi cs 
for a tension grid. Th is grid will 
serve as a sort of suspended stage, 
or landing, that one can walk on, 
but will be opaque so that no shad-
ows are cast during performanc-
es. It is made of woven cables and 
will be part of the 250-seat confi g-
urable black box theater. Johnson 
visited a theater in Lexington to 
look into a specifi c type of tension 
grid to purchase for the center. 
“It’s like shopping. I look at fi ve 
diff erent brands and decide which 
one best suits our purpose,” John-
son said. 
And even though the center 
only has a dirt fl oor right now, 
Johnson said he can look out from 
the concrete stage and envision 
the rows upon rows of seats in 
the auditorium. He even pointed 
out wires hanging from the ceiling 
and was able to recognize them as 
eventual sources of lighting for the 
facility.
Next fall, the group will be pre-
paring for opening night and they 
said they hope to see the brand 
new auditorium fi lled to capacity 
and for many nights to come.
Asked about opening night, 
Eckstrand can barely conceal her 
glee, hoisting her hands above her 
head and shaking them excitedly. 
“It’s going to be spectacular,” 
she said. 
they deserved. Chandler did 
support the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, or the 
stimulus program.  
“If we had not done that, we 
would have at least 3.3 million 
(additional) jobs lost,” Chandler 
said.
He also said that the econo-
my’s recovery was not nearly as 
fast as he would like it to be. 
Chandler then opened the 
fl oor for questions from stu-
dents. One of the questions was 
on his vote against the health 
care bill. Chandler said that 
the bill contained a lot of good 
things, but at the same time 
some “not so good things.”
“At the end of the day I had 
to decide whether the good out-
weighed the bad,” Chandler said. 
He decided that the cost of 
the new health care legislation 
would be too high, so he voted 
against it. Chandler encouraged 
students to make their voices 
heard on the issue. 
Chandler played a large role 
in getting Kentucky’s biofuels 
research based at Eastern. 
 “I’ve taken it upon myself to 
take special interest in EKU, be-
cause I think it is a special insti-
tution,” Chandler said. “I’m con-
fi dent that research here will get 
us where we need to be.”
Chandler also touched on 
growing hemp in Kentucky, say-
ing he believes that the crop has 
good economic potential. He 
qualifi ed that, however, by say-
ing that right now it would be 
too hard for law enforcement to 
regulate the circulation of the 
crop, and until a method of po-
licing it is found he will not sup-
port its growth.
Th e students reacted well to 
Chandler’s visit. Student James 
Spears said he enjoyed the 
event, as well as the visit from 
Andy Barr, Chandler’s Republi-
can challenger.
“I think both of them pre-
sented their views well,” Spears 
said. “I liked he didn’t vote for 
health care, but he realizes that 
there were some good aspects 
in it.”
Spears said that this will be 
the fi rst election he votes in.
Michael Stonecipher said he 
enjoyed Chandler’s speech, but 
it was very brief. 
“I would have liked to hear 
him touch on the pharmaceu-
tical industry in Kentucky, as 
well as our problem with pre-
scription drug abuse problem,” 
Stonecipher said.
Stonecipher also wanted to 
have more of a discussion on 
marijuana legalization, stat-
ing that there are many prob-
lems the plant helps medicate. 
He says that he will be voting in 
Tuesday’s election.
Ben Chandler is the Dem-
ocratic incumbent running 
against Republican challenger 
Andy Barr for the sixth congres-
sional seat in Kentucky.  
CPA
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PERSPECTIVES
Halloween is about candy, not eye candy
When you’re a child, there’s nothing 
like the feeling of dressing up as your fa-
vorite character or some strange item—
whether it be Batman, Stevie Nicks, the 
7-Up Spot, a bag of jelly beans or even 
static cling—and getting free candy 
from all your neighbors.
Halloween is just plain awesome 
when you’re a child.
Fast forward about ten years and 
people are still excited about the holi-
day. Going to parties, watching a couple 
of horror fl icks, still indulging in a pri-
vate candy fest—it’s all a part of the fes-
tivities. And, of course, you can’t walk 
out of the house on October 31 without 
wearing a costume of some sort.
But the diff erence between the child-
hood version and the adult version of 
Halloween is that when you’re an adult, 
dressing up isn’t about being cool or 
original.
Costumes are picked based on how 
skimpy they are.
Sexy nurse, police offi  cer or maid? 
Check. Sultry creature of some sort, 
such as a cat, mouse or bunny? Always 
present at the parties. 
And don’t forget the people who 
“just threw on whatever I had,” which 
amounts to, well, practically nothing.
When did people start to think it was 
“cool” to dress up, or rather, dress down 
on Halloween? 
OK, so you don’t have to go out 
dressed as a nun in only a habit (unless 
you really want to). But aren’t there bet-
ter, less humiliating costumes than only 
your underwear to choose for your hol-
iday enjoyment?
And the costumes that our society 
has chosen to sexualize aren’t even that 
sexy.
Let’s look at the career person, for 
example. If you talk to anyone who ac-
tually works as a nurse or police offi  cer 
or maid or in many other occupations 
that have been sexualized through the 
adult Halloween industry, then these 
people will probably tell you that their 
jobs aren’t all that attractive.
We at Th e Progress know that if 
someone dressed as the seductive jour-
nalist came up to one of us at a party, 
we would probably run away screaming 
or discuss story ideas with that person 
rather than get in the Halloween mood. 
Even more embarrassing is our cul-
ture’s acceptance of animal costumes 
as sensual. Putting little mouse ears 
on top of one’s head and having a tail 
doesn’t make a person look attractive, it 
makes him or her look silly. 
Plus, it’s a bit disgusting to think 
about how or why our society sexual-
ized animals in the fi rst place.
What happens to people in the de-
cade between childhood and adulthood 
that we completely lose our sense of 
self-respect on Halloween? As a child, a 
costume is a symbol of pride—it is your 
idea, it’s on your body and you want 
people to know just how original you 
are.
When you’re an adult, a costume be-
comes a symbol of how much a person 
wants to get laid.
Let’s return to the golden age, folks. 
Remember, there will be children out 
and about on Halloween too, so please 
save them and others from being dis-
gusted by your dressing as suggestive-
ly as you possibly can. You can still be 
original and fun, but try to tone down 
on the sensuality—save it for Valen-
tine’s Day instead. 
>Letters to the editor
In my time at this 
university, I have come 
to notice a few things 
about us as students and 
as faculty. We all have an 
apathetic heart. No one 
cares anymore about 
what they are doing; all 
anyone wants to do is 
have a good time and 
skim by on the things 
that matter. 
Over and over again, 
I have heard students 
complain about home-
work assignments that 
aren’t all that hard. I have 
heard students say, “I am 
just here to get a degree; 
I don’t care about getting 
good grades and work-
ing hard as long as I can 
get that degree.” 
What is the mat-
ter with this university? 
I am afraid of what the 
true value of my educa-
tion is because the edu-
cation I have received 
here seems so elementa-
ry. We attend a universi-
ty, a place for higher ed-
ucation, and we are not 
taking advantage of that. 
I have taken so many 
classes that professors 
have given students A’s 
and B’s, when in reality, 
they deserved an F. I feel 
the faculty at this univer-
sity is entirely too lenient 
on the student body. I 
have seen students cheat 
on exams right in front 
of the professor and the 
professor do absolutely 
nothing about it. Th is is 
a problem. 
When I graduate 
from here, I want to say I 
graduated knowing that 
the peers who are re-
ceiving their diplomas 
with me truly earned it, 
just as I did. I don’t want 
a lazy, skim-the-surface 
person receiving the 
same diploma as me as 
it devalues my diploma 
and the rest of us who 
truly worked hard to ob-
tain it. 
So many students 
think they are entitled 
to a higher education. 
Let me break the news 
to you: you’re not enti-
tled to college level edu-
cation. Higher education 
is a right and you have to 
earn it. We cannot just 
skim by and get a degree; 
we need to set a stan-
dard and really prove to 
our professors that we 
want to get an A because 
we went above and be-
yond what was asked of 
us to earn our degree. 
What I am really try-
ing to say is, WAKE UP! 
Stop being so apathetic 
and go learn something 
from this university so 
you can make a diff er-
ence in your life and in 
the lives of the people 
around you. We all want 
a diploma so we can get 
good jobs, but if you 
don’t have a care in the 
world, you’re not going 
to get far in life.
Matthew White
Student
In response to Vanes-
sa Lynch and Brad Maggard 
who each wrote letters last 
week defending mountain-
top removal, I want to ex-
plain why the practice is an 
unnecessary evil and why 
people should be far more 
disgusted by mountaintop 
removal than by any editori-
al criticizing it. 
First, I should probably 
say that while I wish we were 
beyond fossil fuels, I under-
stand that when a state and 
region rely so heavily on an 
industry like coal, it becomes 
very diffi  cult to wrestle free, 
no matter how evil we rec-
ognize it to be. I realize it is 
unlikely that I will see Ken-
tucky liberate itself from the 
burden of coal in my life-
time, but I cannot accept 
that mountaintop removal is 
the fate we must resign our-
selves to. Th e practice simply 
is not worth the costs in the 
long run. Hell, it isn’t worth 
the immediate costs. 
Mr. Maggard was in-
credulous of the photo of a 
mountaintop removal site 
that was recently published 
in the Progress and that’s 
certainly understandable; 
every time I look at pho-
tos of the eff ects of moun-
taintop removal mining, my 
heart breaks, knowing that 
that mountain will never be 
the same. Often times, what 
remains after blasting can 
hardly be called a moun-
tain; the coal can lie as much 
as 800 feet below the top of 
the mountain. No reclama-
tion eff orts can restore those 
mountains, and each one we 
allow to be destroyed is one 
less natural feature that ex-
emplifi es what makes our re-
gion of the country beautiful 
beyond words. I assure you 
that photo was no hoax, nor 
was it the worst of the worst. 
Mr. Maggard asserted 
that the only livelihood in 
danger was that of the min-
ers, threatened by insane en-
vironmental activists. Noth-
ing could be further from 
the truth. Th e livelihood of 
miners certainly is in dan-
ger, but not from the threat 
of mountain-hugging hip-
pies. I would venture to say 
that mountaintop remov-
al is quite dangerous; us-
ing explosives hundreds of 
times more powerful than 
the Oklahoma City bomb 
is always going to be risky, 
but I doubt spending the 
day in a dark tunnel is any 
safer. However, mountain-
top removal requires less 
manpower to extract coal, 
so miners’ jobs are certain-
ly in danger as the prac-
tice spreads. Anyone who 
has friends or family in the 
mining business knows that 
coal mining jobs have never 
been exactly stable. For ex-
ample, in 1950, there were 
more than 140,000 coal min-
ers in West Virginia, but only 
22,000 by 1997. 
Additionally, many peo-
ple are driven from their 
homes by mountaintop re-
moval. Th e blasting often 
destroys the foundations of 
houses, results in ground-
water contamination and “fl y 
rock” comes crashing down 
the mountains and into the 
valleys below, endanger-
ing the lives of many. Much 
of what is blasted from the 
mountains is dumped into 
nearby valleys and streams, 
contaminating the water 
or simply destroying cer-
tain water supplies alto-
gether. Nearly 2,000 miles of 
streams have been buried in 
Appalachia so far, and at least 
70 percent of the streams 
and rivers in West Virginia 
alone are polluted as a result 
of mining practices. Some-
times, though, the waste isn’t 
dumped into the valleys be-
low, but put into retention 
ponds where it sits for de-
cades like a black tar-fi lled 
lake. But even that practice 
isn’t foolproof as was dis-
covered in 2000, when more 
than 300 million gallons (50 
times the size of the Exx-
on Valdez spill) of coal slur-
ry broke free of a retention 
pond in Martin County, Ky., 
resulting in the worst eco-
logical disaster in the East-
ern United States, according 
to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. Th e rivers, 
streams and land still aren’t 
the same after that accident. 
Shall we continue with 
the environmental eff ects? 
Mountaintop removal of-
ten requires the clear-cut-
ting of mountain forests, 
some of which are home 
to diverse species of plants 
and animals. More than a 
million acres of forest have 
been destroyed in Appala-
chia as a result of this prac-
tice. Sure, the coal compa-
nies are required to reclaim 
that land, but forests don’t 
grow overnight and some 
species of animals repopu-
late even more slowly. Fur-
thermore, the failure of min-
ing companies to properly 
reclaim land has been docu-
mented time and time again. 
So, that photo Mr. Maggard 
hates so much is a far more 
prevalent sight than he is 
willing to admit. It should 
be noted that environmen-
tal activists are not the only 
people openly opposing this 
practice; scores of scien-
tists have come out against 
mountaintop removal min-
ing. Recently, people from all 
walks of life, including min-
ers and their families, pro-
tested mountaintop remov-
al mining outside the EPA 
in Washington, D.C., but the 
media hardly touched the 
story. 
During his eight years in 
offi  ce, President Bush re-
laxed environmental stan-
dards on mining and the 
dumping of waste and even 
redefi ned terms like “fi ll ma-
terial,” making it much easi-
er for the coal companies to 
rape and sully the land that 
has long been the pride of 
our region. Now the gov-
ernment is making some 
admittedly small eff orts to 
change this situation, and we 
hear people like Mr. Mag-
gard complain about out-
of-control bureaucratic reg-
ulations, or Ms. Lynch tell 
us that while mountaintop 
removal is evil, we have no 
choice but to deal with its ef-
fects until we can fi nd some-
thing better. 
I refuse to accept either 
of those notions. Th e costs 
of mountaintop removal that 
I’ve just illustrated far out-
weigh the benefi ts of quick-
er and cheaper extraction. 
It’s time we make the prac-
tice illegal and force the coal 
industry to change the way 
they provide us with pow-
er. Perhaps they will have to 
hire all the folks they fi red as 
a result of mountaintop re-
moval. 
Colin Reusch 
EKU Alumnus
Mountaintop removal is costly and endangers environment, people Rise up, ye apathetic students
Th e Eastern Progress, Th ursday, October 28, 2010 Perspectives 7 
Human sexuality is an issue of morality, can’t be answered through scientific or historical explanations
>Letters to the editor
I have read with interest 
the rebuttals issued to my 
good friend and colleague, 
Dr. Todd Hartch. As for my 
opinion on the issue, the 
point is moot: I have none. 
I think that people’s sexu-
al preference is none of my 
business. (For the record, 
I am a Christian, which 
seems to carry all sorts of 
connotations on this cam-
pus lately.)
What I do take issue 
with is the tone of the re-
buttals, which seem to say 
that since Dr. Hartch does 
not participate in the “hard 
sciences” (i.e., psychology), 
he is not entitled to an opin-
ion. Th is demeans the intel-
lectual abilities of a profes-
sor impeccably qualifi ed in 
his fi eld and adequately ed-
ucated to comment in oth-
ers.
While it is true that his-
tory is a study of the past 
and how it controls the 
present, it is also true that 
one of the direct questions 
we ask is “WHY?” Th is re-
quires analysis of the prob-
lem equal to any psycholog-
ical test. 
To suggest that Dr. 
Hartch “take my class” or 
“listen to my Roark lecture” 
(Dr. Hartch has also given 
the Roark lecture) is to dis-
miss the qualifi cations of 
a confi rmed expert in his 
fi eld. Th ose who question 
his statements can be as-
sured that they are formed 
from careful research and 
study, and are his opinion of 
that research. 
Th e dissenters should al-
low us all to have an opin-
ion, even if it does not agree 
with theirs, and stop try-
ing to “teach the teacher.” 
However, this would re-
quire open debate, some-
thing the dissenters seem 
to be against, at least if the 
opinion diff ers from their 
own. Lighten up. Th e man 
is entitled to his opinion, 
just as you are. For the re-
cord, I am against “domes-
tic partner” benefi ts. I think 
they demean the institution 
of marriage, regardless of 
sex or gender of the people 
involved. 
Roger Richardson 
EKU Graduate Dept. of 
History
I would like to thank the 
members of the Psycholo-
gy Department, Dr. Mitch-
ell and Lynn Th ompson for 
their thoughtful replies to 
my letter about a campus 
discussion of homosexual-
ity. I would like to respond 
to their letters by shifting 
the terms of the debate a 
bit. 
Psychology and other so-
cial sciences by their very 
nature cannot tell us what 
is right and what is wrong. 
Th ey observe human be-
havior and help us to un-
derstand it better. Th ey are 
valuable disciplines that 
have done a great deal to in-
crease human knowledge, 
but at the same time, they 
are simply unqualifi ed as 
disciplines to issue moral 
directives, as is my own dis-
cipline of history. 
Morality can act upon 
the data provided, but the 
data itself has no moral 
content. Th us, the various 
studies and programs cited 
by my colleagues can be of 
great benefi t for those who 
want to learn about what 
human beings do and how 
they feel about those ac-
tions, but they simply do 
not tell us the moral signifi -
cance of those acts. Th is de-
bate about homosexuality 
cannot be strictly scientif-
ic because morality itself is 
not a laboratory science. 
Let’s take my discipline 
of history as an example. 
Suppose that it showed—
which it does not—that ho-
mosexual marriage was a 
common practice through-
out human history. Th is 
fact would no more jus-
tify homosexual marriage 
as a moral good than evi-
dence of women’s subordi-
nation would justify such 
subordination as a mor-
al good. Rather than be-
ing constrained by histori-
cal practice, our moral and 
philosophical belief in the 
inherent dignity of wom-
en allows us to judge such 
treatment as morally disor-
dered. 
In the same vein, what 
if studies showed—which 
I believe they do—that a 
male-female marriage of-
fered the best environ-
ment for children? Would 
proponents of gay unions 
then stop fi ghting for their 
beliefs? I don’t think they 
would, because they believe 
they are right, as in morally 
right. 
Th e social sciences can 
tell us much about human 
sexuality, but in the end, 
they cannot tell us what is 
good and right. For that we 
need philosophy and meta-
physics. Th is does not ex-
clude my colleagues in 
psychology and other disci-
plines from the debate, but 
it does mean that we cannot 
answer the question about 
homosexuality as scientists 
or historians. Th is is a ques-
tion that we must answer 
on the basis of the moral 
reason that we all share. 
I’ll be initiating this de-
bate at the EKU Library 
Colloquium Series at 3:30 
on Friday, Oct. 29, and I 
hope that my readers and 
interlocutors can join me.
Todd Hartch
Associate professor 
History Department
People should ‘lighten up’ 
and accept others’ opinions
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Across
1. Bigger than big
5. Ashcroft’s predecessor
9. Decorated, as a cake
13. Carbon compound
14. Eastern V.I.P.’s
16. Anatomical recesses
17. Halftime lead, e.g.
18. Call on
19. “... happily ___ after”
20. Out of sight
22. Reborn
24. Pinocchio, at times
26. Block house?
27. Perspired
30. First U.S. space station
33. Optometry tool
35. Befuddle
37. Carry on
38. Wood piles
41. Kind of shot
42. Entanglement
45. Sailing by yacht
48. Trim
51. Hsüan Chiao practitioners
52. About
54. Vexes
55. Apostle to the gentiles
59. Safari sight
62. “___ of the Flies”
63. Ann ___, Mich.
65. Alpine transport
66. Endangered buff alo
67. Grassy plain
68. Dresden’s river
69. ___ Station
70. Knocked off , in a way
71. 1987 Costner role
Down
1. Attention
2. Annul
3. Wide-eyed
4. Melancholy
5. Gun, as an engine
6. Arabic for “commander”
7. Japanese-American
8. Rubber gaskets
9. Chilled
10. Bat’s home
11. 20-20, e.g.
12. Blowgun ammo
15. Flower holder
21. “@#$%!,” e.g.
23. ___ bean
25. Acquire
27. Aug. follower
28. Poet Elinor
29. Arid
31. Allowable
32. Dull
34. “Don’t give up!”
36. Baker’s dozen?
39. “Dig in!”
40. Fink
43. Native of Uganda
44. Four gills
46. 2:00 or 3:00
47. Pull taut
49. High land
50. Tree knots
53. Type of failed preg-
wwwwnancy
55. High-fi ve, e.g.
56. Bang-up
57. “Pumping ___”
58. “Th e ___ Ranger”
60. Bags
61. Assayers’ stuff 
64. Brouhaha
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Kay Cosby 
    Jones
Experience you can trust!
Richmond
E: kayjones257@aol.com
Comminssioner
Paid for by David M. Jones, Treasurer
P: 859.893.7744
BOWLINGGA
LAXY
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$10 Cover Includes:
-Unlimited Bowling
-Free Shoes
-Cosmic Bowling
BRING THIS AD IN AND GET $5 OFF BOWLING
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FREE BAR COVER IF YOU WEAR A COSTUME
TWO $75.00 CASH PRIZES
FOR BEST COSTUMES!
Live Music by Tim Hellard
Kaylia Cornett, Editor                        The Eastern Progress | www.easternprogress.com                  Thursday, October 28, 2010 
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Campus Comments:
What’s Your Favorite 
Halloween Movie?
Things that go bump in the night
Unexpected, indie successes are a rare occurrence in 
Hollywood. Th at’s why it comes 
as no surprise that, less than a 
year after the original breakout 
sensation, “Paranormal Activ-
ity,” a sequel was released. Th e 
original was one of the highest 
earning fi lms of all time, earning 
nearly $200 million worldwide 
from a budget of $15,000 and 
was critically acclaimed as well, 
which is uncommon for the hor-
ror genre. 
It had audiences clamoring 
for more, so with a new direc-
tor (Tod Williams) and a big-
ger budget ($3 million) comes 
“Paranormal Activity 2,” a fi lm 
guaranteed to follow its prede-
cessor’s footsteps based on its 
opening weekend numbers. 
Th e fi lm follows almost the 
same style as the fi rst, present-
ing “found footage” from home 
videos and security cameras to 
tell its story. 
Th is time around we’re deal-
ing with the family of Dan and 
Kristi Rey, the teenage daugh-
ter Ali, the newborn son Hunter 
and their pet German shepherd. 
Kristi is the sister of Katie 
from the fi rst fi lm and in an ef-
fort to spoil as little as possible, let’s just say from the very 
beginning things are not quite as they seem. 
Th e fi lm mirrors the original in plot and pacing, so after 
nearly an hour of build-up things fi nally start to go haywire 
for the Rey family. 
All of these similarities are perhaps the movie’s biggest 
problem, a problem that is common in the horror genre: 
the sequel is way too much like the original. 
Whatever the reason may be, horror sequels almost al-
ways stick to the formula in an attempt to appeal to the au-
dience. 
Th ere isn’t anything necessarily wrong with that, espe-
cially when your fi rst fi lm is as unique as “Paranormal Ac-
tivity” was, but it would have 
been nice to see some new ele-
ments or surprises added. 
Luckily, what it lacks in 
freshness it makes up with real 
thrills and scares. 
Alfred Hitchcock once 
said, “Th ere is no terror in the 
bang, only in the anticipation 
of it,” and that idea is certain-
ly on display here. Your eyes 
will stay glued to the still shots 
shown each night in the mov-
ie, scanning the screen for any 
sign, any hint of movement or 
a fright ready to jump on you 
at any moment. Th e dread felt 
in these scenes is palpable and 
killer. Th ough you know some-
thing is coming, you will still 
jump out of your seat when it 
does--guarantee it. 
Th e entire production is still 
pretty solid; with all the same 
qualities that made many won-
der if the fi rst fi lm was in fact a 
true story. 
So no, it’s not the best 
scary movie ever made. And 
no, it won’t change the minds 
of those who didn’t enjoy the 
original. 
But for a unique experience that is fun, creepy, and at 
times truly unsettling, “Paranormal Activity 2” hits the 
spot. 
Verdict: B
‘PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 2’ IS ANOTHER QUALITY 
OUTING FOR THE ‘IS IT REAL?’ FRANCHISE
By ADAM TURNER
progress@eku.edu
Real Haunted Places
“Hocus Pocus because, shew...cause I like Sarah Jessica 
Parker.”
-Mitchell Clayton, junior Spanish major from Indepen-
dence, Ky.
“Silence of the Lambs,  just because it’s a good movie, 
it’s scary, it’s got drama and suspense.”
-Danielle Hamilton, freshman communication disorders 
major from Owingsville, Ky.
“What’s that Charlie Brown one? Charlie Brown and the 
Great Pumpkin. I watched it a lot when I was young.”
-Sweaters Farrell, senior “rugby” major from Oakland, 
New Jersey
“Ernest’s Halloween because I watched it when I was a 
fetus.”
-Robert “Tank” Brown, freshman Paramedicine major 
from Ludlow, Ky.
While many of us may spend our 
Halloween weekend partying, here 
are some ideas for a few of you who 
are interested in whipping out those 
tape recorders and cameras and in-
vestigating some real haunts. Below 
are two close spots that have man-
aged to earn some national respect. 
Be sure and call ahead to set up a 
night of fright.
-White Hall Mansion, 
Richmond, Kentucky
Th e former home of well-known 
emancipationist Cassius Clay, White 
Hall is nestled snuggly near Rich-
mond. First built in the late 1790s, 
the home was known as Clermont. It 
wasn’t until the 1860s that its more 
famous occupants deemed it White 
Hall. But along with its old, quaint 
southern architecture, the plantation 
house is known for something more 
– ghosts. Reports state that there 
have been strange sightings of a sin-
gle ball of light fl oating past windows 
in the second-fl oor master bedroom. 
Lights mysteriously turn off  and on 
by themselves, unexplained scents of 
pipes and perfumes linger in the air 
and footsteps are repeatedly heard.
Several local ghost hunters have 
visited the mansion to conduct in-
vestigations. On one such case in 
February 2002, Lexington-based 
paranormal society Ghost Chasers 
International, spearheaded by Pat-
ti Starr, visited the home and left 
with several interesting fi ndings, in-
cluding more than 100 photos yield-
ing orbs and six EVPs, or electronic 
voice phenomena.
In lieu of the mansion’s spooky 
past, members of Eastern’s Th eater 
Department will lead guests through 
a “Spirit Guides” tour, in which the 
story of the Clay family is told. Th e 
tour will take place Oct. 28 through 
the 31st; beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 and must be reserved. Call 
859-623-9178 for more information.
-Waverly Hills Sanatorium, 
Louisville, Kentucky
Waverly Hills Sanatorium is more 
specifi cally known for its aid in the 
Tuberculosis scare of the early 1900s, 
but it is also best known for its eerie 
array of hauntings. Currently owned 
by Charlie and Tina Mattingly, Wa-
verly Hills was originally built to act 
as a school, and was turned into a 
Tuberculosis Hospital, accommo-
dating more than 400 patients in the 
1920s. 
Now, the former hospital has 
been the prime site for ghostly ac-
tivity, attracting the local public and 
various other paranormal investiga-
tors, including the TAPS team who 
head Syfy’s Ghost Hunters. In addi-
tion, Ghost Adventures, shown on 
the Travel Channel, did a special in-
vestigation of the building, which 
aired on October 8. 
Unfortunately, all paranormal 
and historical tours and overnights 
for the remainder of the year have 
been sold out. Call (502) 933-2142 
for more information, or to check for 
any cancelations. 
THE GHOSTBUSTER’S GUIDE 
TO LOCATING LOCAL HAUNTS
By KAYLIA CORNETT
kaylia_cornett18@eku.edu
White Hall
Waverly Hills
 › SEE REAL, PAGE B3
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“The reccurring dream that two giant wiener dogs stomped on my house.”
Chad Decker,Construction Management,Mainville , Ohio
“My
 frien
d’s g
rand
moth
er 
who
 died
. Wh
enev
er yo
u 
talke
d ab
out h
er, h
er 
pictu
re fa
lls.”
Caris
sa H
addi
x
Educ
ation
 Maj
or, 
Nort
hern
 Ken
tuck
y
“The time I was trying to 
sleep and all of a sudden 
my friends grabbed me and 
started shaking me with 
these little masks on.”
Corey Rickmers, 20,Film Major,
 Mercer Country
What’s the SPOOKIEST thing 
that’s ever happened to you?
In the spirit of Halloween, many of 
us might wonder about the paranor-
mal and if ghosts truly exist among 
us. Th e Progress sat down and spoke 
with paranormal investigator Matt 
Hoskins, a member of the local para-
normal group known as Kentucky 
Ghost Scouts, who along with investi-
gating private residences 
in the Madison County 
area, has also trekked up 
to Bobby Mackey’s, near 
Cincinnati, Ohio, a venue 
featured on several ghost 
adventure shows, includ-
ing those appearing on 
the Travel Channel.
EP:   When and how 
did you form Kentucky Ghost Scouts?
Matt:   We formed together about 
two years ago as H&H Paranormal, but 
recently this year, in January, changed 
the name to Kentucky Ghost Scouts.
EP:  What are the names and jobs of 
each person involved?
Matt:  I am the co-founder and lead 
investigator, along with Don Turner. 
Eric Hinds, Danny Hwang, Tim Hack-
worth are the other investigators. And 
Kim Hoskins is an investigator and the 
reporter.
EP:   What drives you to search for 
paranormal activity?
Matt:   Th e ability to help people 
with their fears, and maybe to be able 
to debunk something they think is 
paranormal, which we have done in the 
past. Our main goal is to debunk be-
fore we claim anything paranormal. 
EP:  What fulfi llment, if any, do you 
get out of each experience?
Matt:   Not many personal experi-
ences are claimed for us, but if we do 
experience anything it is exciting for 
us. Just at our last investigation, myself 
and Don experienced cold chills, along 
with our K-II meter going off .
EP:  What exactly do you look for in 
these haunted places and what tools do 
you use?
Matt:   We use digi-
tal and video nightshot 
cameras for shooting in 
the dark, a DVR system 
for bigger buildings, EMF 
meter that measures 
magnetic energy in the 
area and (then we take 
temperature readings).
We also use voice re-
corders for EVP sessions 
in order to pick up voices or noises 
that are not heard with the human ear. 
Th ese are our main tools.
EP:   What has been the scariest or 
freakiest experience you have ever en-
countered?
Matt:  At a business we investigated, 
in the basement. Don and I saw some-
thing that quickly darted from right to 
left and then disappeared.
If you suspect you might have a 
ghost in your house or apartment, 
check these guys out at www.myspace.
com/kentuckyghostscouts and may-
be they might fi nd something very in-
teresting that you can share with your 
friends. 
Local investigators seek the 
truth behind the paranormal
MATT HOSKINS OF KENTUCKY 
GHOST SCOUTS TALKS ABOUT... 
GHOSTS
By CRYSTAL BROCKMAN
progress@eku.edu
“Our main goal 
is to debunk 
before we 
claim anything  
paranormal.” 
Matt Hoskins
Kentucky Ghost Scouts
Kentucky Ghost Scouts 
also investigated Bobby 
Mackey’s Music World, 
located in Wilder, Ken-
tucky. The venue has 
appeared on the Travel 
Channel for paranor-
mal investigations.
Eastern students weigh in on what has 
been one of their scariest moments. 
Tell us your’s by emailing 
The Progress at: 
progress@eku.edu
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While some places are at the top of the 
haunt list, Eastern’s campus isn’t without its 
own ghouls and spooky legends. But that’s 
all they are –legends, except if you have had 
your own 
personal en-
counter with 
the paranor-
mal.
Here are 
some of the 
local cam-
pus legends 
that continue 
to thrill and 
chill:
• K e e n e 
J o h n s o n 
Ballroom – 
Th is is East-
ern’s most fa-
mous ghost, 
known as the Blue Lady. It is said that she 
was a devoted theater student who was 
killed. Accounts more frequently place her 
presence in the Pearl Buchanon Th eatre, 
where there have been reports of noises, 
footsteps and full body apparitions.
•Keene Hall – Legend has it that a stu-
dent committed suicide on the 16th fl oor of 
the residence hall. Today, there have been 
occurrences of doors moving on their own 
and other unexplained noises.
•Sullivan Hall – It is believed that this 
honors dormitory is to house a female nurs-
ing student’s ghost, who is also believed to 
have committed suicide. Noises and mov-
ing objects are the rumor here.
•Th e Ghost of Mozart – Mozart, a dog, 
was a well-known pet and mascot for the 
university in the 1960s. He is buried be-
hind the Ravine’s outside amphitheatre. Re-
ports state 
that people 
have seen his 
ghost sniff -
ing around 
the Ravine 
and the mu-
sic building.
• C o m b s 
Building – 
A c c o u n t s 
from former 
janitors have 
c o m p o s e d 
these tales, 
and it is sug-
gested that 
the third and 
fourth fl oor men’s restrooms are haunted.
Again, these tales are only rumors, and 
some of your fellow students have done 
the research to prove or disprove these ac-
counts. To learn more, or post your own 
haunted accounts, read the post “Haunted 
EKU” under the “I’m an Eastern Kentucky 
University Freshman ‘08” on Facebook.
REAL
CONTINUED FROM B1
Corbin Campus constructs 
memorial rain garden
 For Randal Napier, Corbin campus 
SGA chair, working to enhance the en-
vironment for Eastern’s Corbin cam-
pus and the town’s community has been 
a vision that started nearly two years ago. 
And since then, he has worked to receive 
grants, funding and community support 
to enrich the lives of students. 
“My passion for the environment was 
actually discovered in Health 285, taught 
by professor Reppert in fall 2009,” Napi-
er said. “ (Since then) I have worked really 
hard in coming up with real solutions to 
problems that we as a society and commu-
nity at the Corbin Campus and surround-
ing area creates everyday. I simply just got 
tired of walking by and having a solution 
to a problem and assuming someone else 
would fi x it.”
Napier’s most recently spearheaded 
project is a rain garden, which was orga-
nized through SGA’s Corbin staff  in or-
der to provide a memorial garden for lost 
members of the EKU-Corbin community. 
Corbin’s SGA branch partnered with 
Kentucky PRIDE, who later helped to 
award the team $3500 in making the gar-
den larger. 
Th e City of Corbin also provided Napi-
er with fi ve men, a backhoe and two dump 
trucks, free, since the city collaborated on 
the portable recycling containers.
Newly complete, the garden spans 
roughly 1300 sq. ft. and can fi lter an inch 
of rain per hour from a nearby parking 
lot’s run off  supply.
“(Th e Rain Garden) was necessary be-
cause the oil and gas, along with oth-
er pollutants, have not been fi ltered, but 
instead just go into the water supply for 
aquatics wildlife, plants and animals,” Na-
pier said, adding that the garden will alle-
viate this problem, creating a safer, health-
ier environment for students and staff  on 
the Corbin campus.
“Now we have addressed this issue, 
while also providing an educational ben-
efi t to students,” Napier said. “I get asked 
everyday what it is and why is it impor-
tant.”
PHOTO SUBMITTED/PROGRESS
TOP: EKU Corbin Campus 
Director Sandy Stevens and 
student/environmental 
activist Randal Napier 
(Cincinnati Reds cap) 
spread mulch in the 
EKU Corbin Campus rain 
garden, alongside other 
volunteers.
Left: The Rain Garden upon 
completion.
By KAYLIA CORNETT
kaylia_cornett18@eku.edu
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FOR RENT HELPWANTED
MODEL SERVERS/
BARTENDERS & 
KITCHEN STAFF 
Applications available 1973 
Bryant Rd. Lexington.
In-person interviews will 
be scheduled in October. 
Visit www.showmes.com 
1 BEDROOM APT for rent. 
No pets. Fifth Street near 
campus. (859) 582-5785
BARTENDING. $250/DAY
potential. No experience
necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520 x. 283.
FOR RENT
HELP
WANTED
*The Eastern Progress is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
M
O
RR
OW RENTALS
SHADETREE
A PA R T M E N T S
447 Big Hill Ave.
1 & 2 Bedroom
Nice, Quiet
& Affordable
623-9156
582-3304  582-9104
Puzz le Answers
NOW 
AVAILABLE
1 & 2 Bedroom Apts.
Katelyn Court
623-3556
391 Gibson Ln.
Katelyncourtapts
@Bellsouth.net
NOW 
LEASING
SHAWNEE 
TRAIL
1, 2 and 3 Bedroom
623-4061
 Shawneetrail
@Bellsouth.net
CALL 622-1881
to place ad
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women’s Head Coach Chris-
sy Roberts extensively and 
was impressed. It wasn’t like 
talking to typical coaches. 
Th ey have a passion for the 
sport and it showed. Yes I 
know every coach should 
have that same driving pas-
sion, but they were relaxed 
and comfortable. 
Media Day wasn’t any-
thing fl ashy, but it didn’t 
need to be. It served a pur-
pose. Th ere weren’t celebri-
ties clamoring for attention, 
paid to appear with no real 
emotional investment. 
Well the only thing fl ashy 
was Tom Hodges, head 
coach at Morehead State. 
He sported a jacket straight 
out of Bruce Pearl’s closet. 
Th e purpose of the event 
was to show Nashville, and 
the fans of the OVC, that the 
league was creating a brand. 
A new tournament logo 
was unveiled and I was told 
that the logo “Music City 
Madness” will be trade-
marked soon for this pur-
pose. 
“Th e success of postsea-
son competition, the me-
dia exposure, in a national 
forum, are certainly help-
ful to this league and gives 
us a platform in which we 
can try to grow and expand,” 
OVC Commissioner Beth 
DeBauche said. “Th at’s real-
ly where our focus is today.”
At Media Day the an-
nouncement was made 
that all OVC games will be 
played at Municipal Audito-
rium for the next four years. 
Instead of diff erent schools, 
or cities hosting, all of the 
teams will play under one 
roof. Th e tournament also 
expanded the fi eld to eight 
teams, so more have a shot 
at postseason play. 
If Eastern fi nishes one or 
two in the regular season 
standings, they can solidi-
fy two byes and move to the 
third round of play, while 
others have to play two 
games to get to that point. 
Th e SEC has a big tour-
nament, so does the Big 
Ten, the ACC and every oth-
er major conference, so it’s 
good to see the OVC build 
and make some changes 
that can only increase the 
product. 
ZANCAN
CONTINUED FROM B6
Football looks to 
end losing streak 
Scheduling Homecoming football games are usually 
a routine task. Look at the wins and loss column from 
last year and pick out the team with the highest num-
ber on the right. 
Unfortunately this year, Eastern (2-5, 1-2 OVC) 
picked Murray State (3-4, 2-2 OVC) and the Racers are 
no slouches, having won three out of the last four. 
“Its good to be back home,” Head Coach Dean Hood 
said. “But there is a very good team coming to town in 
Murray State. Th ey are well coached and have a real-
ly good system. On off ense, defense and special teams, 
they are very explosive.”
Th is game looks to be another battle of statistics as 
the Racers lead the OVC in passing yards per game with 
307 yards, while the Colonels rank last in pass defense, 
allowing 233.4 yards per game. 
In last week’s win over Eastern Illinois 38-28, Murray 
State’s quarterback Casey Brockman fi nished 41-for-58 
with 318 yards and two touchdowns.  
And in last week’s loss to Southeast Missouri, East-
ern allowed the Redhawks almost double their season 
average in passing yards (177 against EKU, 99.9 on the 
season). But Coach Hood is sticking to his game plan.
“We’re really not going to change much,” Hood said. 
“It’s not what we’re doing, it’s how we’re doing it. Th e 
guys on the team, they are our guys. We’re trying to 
help them get into position to make plays and work at 
becoming better tacklers and blockers. We worked on 
that hard after an 0-3 start and we’re going to continue 
to work on that.”
Th e Racers also have a very good running back in 
Mike Harris. Harris carried the ball 21 times for 159 
yards and scored three touchdowns. 
“I’m coming out of defensive meetings and the guys 
are saying this is the best running back they had seen on 
fi lm since the kid from Louisville,” Hood said. “We’ve 
given up some yards to running backs and when you 
have a kid as lethal as he is and an off ense that throws 
the ball like they do, it’s concerning.”
Eastern’s defense is the OVC leader in rushing de-
fense but gave up 231 yards on the ground last week. 
Th e Colonel defense didn’t force a turnover for the fi rst 
time all season and could not get off  the fi eld in the sec-
ond half.  SEMO held the ball 12 minutes longer in the 
second half. 
“I don’t think it was solely on the off ense (last week),” 
Hood said. “Th ere is a lot made of not having any yards 
in the second half but we also didn’t have the ball. 
SEMO had nine million minutes of possession time 
because we couldn’t stop the run. It’s hard for our of-
fense to get any yards when our off ense is on the side-
line drinking Gatorade.”
But nonetheless, the Colonels off ense has been abys-
 › SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B5
By DARREN ZANCAN
progress@eku.edu
the second overtime. Sam Corman placed the ball perfect-
ly to Jordan for the eventual game-winner. 
“We just have to get the will to win, we have to want to 
put away goals in front of the net,” Junior Stephanie Mur-
ray said. “I think that was what Morehead had and we 
didn’t — the will to win.”
With the loss, the Colonels fi nished in fi fth place in the 
fi nal standings and will face fourth place Eastern Illinois 
University in the fi rst round of the OVC tournament on 
Nov. 2.
Th is is the third straight season that the Colonels quali-
fi ed for the OVC tournament. 
“We are defi nitely veterans going into the conference 
tournament even though we haven’t won a game (in the 
tournaments). We are a diff erent team,” Basalyga said. “It’s 
just a matter of starting games out and having to get to the 
next level.”
SONYA JOHNSON/PROGRESS
Seniors Stephanie Lynch, Carly Muller, Courtney Nestor and Alex 
Raich were honored Sunday as a part of Senior Day.
SOCCER
CONTINUED FROM B6
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grade, Jacob realized that if he wanted to play college sports 
he needed to get in shape. 
“Once I was playing competitively in middle school I re-
ally understood how speed and strength played a role,” Ja-
cob said. “So I knew that if I was serious about being the 
best in high school, college and past that I had to start diet-
ing, losing weight, getting into shape and training.”
For the fi rst time in his life he cut down food portions, 
only drank water, boycotted McNuggets, skipped the free 
pizza after football games and passed on the cookie platter. 
“When I got to high school I started lifting weights and 
training a lot,” he said. “Everyday that summer I was doing 
something. Running 40s, pulling the sled, running ropes 
and working out. I knew I had to lose the weight and get 
stronger and faster to be the best.”
Th at work ethic has extended into his college days at 
Eastern. 
 “Jacob wants to be a great player and he works extremely 
hard at it,” said Eastern Off ensive Coordinator Mike Spring-
ston “He came to us with a dynamic to be driven, to train 
and to lift weights. I haven’t seen that in very many young 
kids during my 34 years of experience.”
At a young age, Jacob understood he needed to make 
certain sacrifi ces. He didn’t party. He only watched ESPN. 
He was in bed by 10 every night. He studied his playbooks. 
He didn’t date. He did everything that separates the good 
and great players. 
“Jacob is the only kid I know to have a notebook fi lled 
with notes on Brett Favre,” Bruce recalled. “Th at’s how se-
rious he was about learning. He also would look me in the 
eyes and swear to me he was healthier because he got eight 
hours of sleep.”
He simply wanted the advantage over his opponents. 
“I would hear all these stories about athletes at parties, 
drinking and staying out all night,” Jacob said. “I felt like if I 
didn’t do those things I would have an advantage over that 
person. So I didn’t.” 
Jacob never thought twice about applying that mental 
approach to the game. 
“I honestly feel that sports are a lot more mental than 
physical,” Jacob said. “If I could learn what everyone on the 
fi eld was doing I was going to. I heard about the way Peyton 
Manning studied the game and I realized that if you knew 
what your guys were doing and what the opponents were 
going to do I could make up where I lacked in the physical 
aspect.”
Jacob’s mental capacity hasn’t gone unnoticed by his col-
lege coaches.
“Jacob has a great understanding of the game of football 
in general,” Springston said. “And that certainly helps him 
in terms of being able to grasp the concepts we try to teach 
quarterbacks. He seems to have assimilated to the speed of 
the college game virtually overnight. It doest take much to 
teach him and see the results.”
In 2007, Anderson and Shelby Co. played in the 
30th District basketball championship. Jacob, a freshman, 
stepped up to the free throw line in the biggest game of his 
life. Th e Bearcats needed these free throws to defeat Shelby 
for the fi rst time in 30 years, at home, during the postsea-
son. 
“I had been in a lot of big games in AAU and little league,” 
Jacob said. “But this was defi nitely the most pressure I had 
been under. I’m getting cold chills right now just thinking 
about it. I was defi nitely nervous but I visualized them going 
through the net and then just tried to relax.” 
Eddie Russell knew he would make them too. He had 
grown accustomed to watching his son control his emo-
tions and excel in big game situations. 
“A lot of people say he has ice in his veins,” Eddie said. 
“Well, he does but he also does get nervous. He just does a 
better job of hiding it than the rest of us. In those situations 
he has this calm look on his face, which I think puts every-
one else at ease. Which I think makes him a silent leader.” 
Jacob made the free throws and Anderson won. And 
amidst the ruckus that ensued, Jacob stayed his usually calm 
and collected. 
 “I haven’t seen a kid come into college football as level-
headed as Jacob has,” Springston said. “Jacob is a very fl at-
line guy who is not very emotional. Th at helps him stay 
calm and be able to internalize a lot of things that would 
make most kids nervous and cause mishaps.”
Th e kid with more accolades and trophies than space in 
his closet never got a big head. He has always stayed hum-
ble. 
“I raised my kids that way,” Judy said. “I wouldn’t expect 
anything less from them.”
Coach Springston and the Eastern staff  are glad for Judy’s 
sternness.
“Jacob’s mother and father have done a tremendous job 
teaching him how to focus and put his best foot forward as 
far as learning and paying attention,” Springtson said.  “Th at 
separates average kids from great kids. Lets face it he is a 
guy that has the ingredients but of course the cake isn’t fully 
baked yet. But he defi nitely has the mixture.”
Jacob though, has never played for the fame. 
“What stands out about Jacob is just his respect and de-
meanor,” said Anderson News Sports Editor John Herndon. 
“I cannot remember an interview that he did not end by say-
ing, ‘Th ank you, John.’ Th e interviews were fi lled with ‘yes, 
sir’ and ‘no, sir.’ And when I did a feature story on him he 
was extremely polite, but seemed almost embarrassed to 
talk about himself.” 
“Sports are team games,” Jacob says. “I never played it 
for myself or for the records. Every win was because of my 
teammates. I don’t care about all the awards. I’m grateful, 
but I just wanted to win so much.”
Jacob is also role a model kids could look up to. He never 
declined a picture, autograph or time with a young person. 
 “Th at is what it’s all about right there,” Jacob said. “Of 
everything to me this motivates me the most. I think back 
and hear these things and think to myself ‘man I really did 
make an impact.’ It honestly makes me scared to fail because 
I feel like I might let these people down. It motivates me so 
much.”
“Seeing him at the little league fi eld on opening day to 
run the bases with the Challenger League kids was most 
special,” said Greg McCall, a former baseball coach of Ja-
cob’s. “Not every kid is going to be gifted like Jake, and this 
showed me he recognized that, and was grateful for it.  I’ll 
trade you all of the other stuff  for that Saturday morning.”
And for the kid that wasn’t supposed to make it past 
birth, much less become the athlete he has grown to be, Ja-
cob knows if tomorrow, it were all taken away, that memory 
would be enough for him. 
“I’d trade everything away because those days mean 
more to me than anything. Nothing could take away those 
feelings.” 
RUSSELL
CONTINUED FROM B6
mal of late. After averaging more than 300 yards on off ense 
in the fi rst fi ve games, Eastern has only 239 yards of off ense 
over the last two weeks. In the second half against SEMO, 
the Colonels only had seven yards total until their fi nal pos-
session. 
Quarterback T.J. Pryor started the game and fi nished 
11-of-20 passing for 139 yards and one touchdown but had 
three interceptions. 
True freshman Jacob Russell was put into the game on 
the Colonel’s last drive and moved the ball well despite the 
score being out of hand. 
“Jacob is a guy we want to get in the game while it is still 
a game,” Hood said. “We’ve done it in some weeks but we 
have got caught up in the fl ow of the game and done a bad 
job of that in other weeks. He is defi nitely a guy we want to 
put in the game in situations not like last week at SEMO.”
Th e Colonels lead the overall series 40-25-4 and last 
year won a close game at Murray State 23-13.
Murray State’s Head Coach Chris Hatcher knows the 
game will be a battle. 
“Eastern is going to be fi red up,” Hatcher said. “Th ey’ve 
been up and down this season and they’ve had there way 
with us the last eight out of nine times we played and I ex-
pect them to be fi ring on all cylinders. Th ey have some 
great athletes.”
Kick-off  is set for 3:00 p.m. 
FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM B4
FILE PHOTO
T.J. Pryor, right, was 11-of-20 with a touchdown and three 
interceptions in Eastern’s 40-21 loss at SEMO. 
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Music City 
Madness
Mike Sutton walks with 
a cane and sometimes has 
to use a wheelchair, but it 
has not stopped him from 
coaching the Tennessee 
Tech men’s basketball 
team.
Sutton suff ers from 
Guillian-Barre syn-
drome, which is an au-
toimmune disorder af-
fecting the peripheral 
nervous system.
I had the privilege to attend 
the OVC Media Day in Nash-
ville Monday. When we, as 
journalists, cover a team here 
at Eastern, you just get a small 
perspective of the bigger pic-
ture. 
Being at Media Day, you can 
see the coaches interact and 
sense the mutual respect they 
have for each other. Coaches 
sat and talked with Coach Sut-
ton. Th ey laughed together. No 
one cried, even though I tried 
to dig enough to get some tears. 
But when it comes down to 
business you better believe the 
smiles disappear and the com-
petitive juices are fl owing.
Media day seems to bring 
out the last relaxing moments 
the coaches have before the 
season starts. Th e wear and 
tear of a season, with the rigors 
of traveling and long days can 
take out the joy of the game. I’m 
not suggesting it does, but what 
I am saying is, it’s a long season. 
As Coach Jeff  Neubauer said, 
“it’s a rollercoaster ride.”
I talked with Neubauer and 
Coach Lindsay Basalyga has been with 
the soccer team the day the program be-
gan, and in the past fi ve years the Colonels 
had never beaten Morehead State Univer-
sity (10-6-1, 7-0-1 OVC). Th e closest they 
came was a 0-0 tie. 
Th e Colonels (7-8-2, 4-4-0 OVC) had a 
chance to end the drought Sunday at home, 
but fell short, losing 2-1 in double-over-
time.
Eastern got on the board fi rst in the 24th 
minute. Senior Carly Muller broke through 
a couple of defenders, pulled out the goal-
keeper for a challenge and blasted the ball 
into the back of the net from 10-yards out. 
“It felt really good to score, it was my 
senior day and all I wanted to do was be 
part of the victory,” Muller said. “I was very 
proud of myself and my team and it was a 
really good moment that I will never for-
get.”
Th e Colonels continued to put pres-
sure on the Eagles’ defense with the help 
of four corner kicks. However, the Colo-
nels struggled to put the ball inside the 
net.
In the 40th minute the Eagles found 
their equalizer when junior Devan Jordan 
received the pass from freshman Alex Pac-
itto. Devan hit the left side of the goal, from 
seven yards out.
Despite giving up a late fi rst half goal, 
the Colonels played a solid half.
“I think they played very well, we con-
trolled the pace and the tempo of the game,” 
Basalyga said. “It’s not just playing well that 
holds value, you got to fi nd a way to get the 
result.”
Th e Colonels continued to put pressure 
on the Eagles’ defense in the second half. 
“Th e second half was a diff erent story, I 
think,” Basalyga said. “Th e wind was pret-
ty bad and that kind of forces play into one 
side of the fi eld.”
Th e Eagles capitalized on a free kick in 
By STEPHEN HAUSER
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Morehead spoils Colonels senior day with double OT win
 › SEE ZANCAN, PAGE B4
Inconsistent play hurts volleyball during three-game stretch
Darren
Zancan
SONYA JOHNSON/PROGRESS
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After getting shut out last Friday, 
3-0, by Jacksonville State (12-10, 7-4 
OVC), the Colonels (8-12, 7-4 OVC) 
recovered and found the winning for-
mula, defeating Tennessee Tech (6-
16, 4-7 OVC) the following night, 3-1 
by a score of 25-19, 25-21 and 25-20.
Th e Colonels only had 29 kills in 
Friday’s game. Senior outside hitter 
Lauren Snyder had nine kills while 
freshman setter/outside hitter Robyn 
Hench recorded 25 assists and two 
block assists.
Freshman outside hitter Ashley 
Edmond made no excuses for Friday’s 
loss. 
“Th ey (the Gamecocks) didn’t do 
anything mentally or physically dif-
ferent than what we expected,” Ed-
mond said. “We beat ourselves.”
Saturday’s set scores were 28-26, 
25-16, 11-25 and 25-18.
Senior outside hitter Lauren Sny-
der led the team with 15 kills. Se-
nior middle blocker Autumn Harms 
added 13 kills and fi ve total blocks. 
Freshman Ashley Edmond also con-
tributed with 11 kills and four block 
assists.
Although Saturday’s game was a 
victory, Coach Lori Duncan was very 
unhappy with the team’s play. 
“I think they just played good 
enough to win,” Duncan said.
Th e wave of momentum from Sat-
urday’s victory died out Tuesday as 
the Colonels (9-13, 8-5 OVC) large-
ly beat themselves against Tennessee 
State (6-15, 4-9 OVC), 3-1, Tuesday, 
in the fi rst of a fi ve game homestand. 
Th e team’s performance was marked 
by sloppy play and mental errors. 
Edmond said that she thought two 
diff erent teams played Saturday and 
Tuesday. 
“On Saturday, we rocked it and 
played with energy the whole game,” 
Edmond said. “Tonight we came out 
and played timidly.”
Coach Duncan off ered a harsher 
assessment of the team’s play. 
“Unacceptable,” Duncan said. “We 
cannot lay an egg like that with two 
and a half weeks left in the season.”
In addition, she stressed the im-
portance of this last homestand. Th e 
Colonels have six games left in the 
regular season, with four of those at 
home. 
“We have to take care of business 
at home,” she said. “Th is is our last 
chance to make a stand in the OVC.”
Errors were a major factor in the 
team’s loss. Th ey had 27 errors on 46 
kills.
“When you’re a good team, you 
have to be prepared to play every 
night because losing teams are look-
ing to beat you ,” Duncan said. 
Tomorrow night, the Colonels will 
play Eastern Illinois at 7 p.m. in Mc-
Brayer Arena. SONYA JOHNSON/PROGRESS
When Eastern 
quarterback Jacob 
Russell stepped on the 
fi eld for his fi rst col-
legiate snap against 
Kentucky State, you 
would think he had 
overcome certain 
odds associated with 
becoming a DI athlete. 
But for Russell, his 
odds were life chang-
ing. 
Just seconds after Jacob’s birth, his father 
Eddie Russell, knew something was horribly 
wrong. 
“When he came out he was blue,” Eddie 
said. “I knew something wasn’t right.”
Having been strangled by his own umbili-
cal cord and suff ering a collapsed lung, Jacob 
was stillborn. 
“A parent’s worst nightmare,” recalled Ed-
die, as doctors immediately took Jacob away 
from the delivery room and transported him 
to the neonatal ward at University of Kentucky 
Hospital. 
Th is territory was all too familiar for the 
Russells. 
“Between Bruce, Jacob’s older brother, and 
Jacob we lost another child who was stillborn,” 
said Judy, Jacob’s mother. “I just fi gured it had 
happened again. It was devastating.” 
Eddie and Judy waited patiently while doc-
tors inserted tubes into Jacob’s chest to infl ate 
his lungs and get him breathing again. 
“Th ey said it was about a 50 percent chance 
he would survive,” Judy said. “Th ey told us 
that if he did make it he would never be right 
mentally and he would have brain problems. I 
didn’t think it looked good.” 
But for anyone who knows Jacob, knows 
better than to count him out. Complications at 
birth wouldn’t be his fi rst career defeat. 
“He just kept fi ghting,” Judy said. “We got to 
take him home and he just kept getting better.”
Most athletes are born with the nat-
ural ability like speed, quickness and verti-
cal leap. Russell, who has won more region-
al championships than anyone in Anderson 
County High School history, instead relied 
on the intangibles: work ethic, sports-savvy, 
emotional control and competitiveness. 
“In our family we’ve had a lot of great 
athletes,” Bruce Russell said. “My dad start-
ed playing varsity football in the seventh 
grade. And then you have Jacob who, be-
lieve it or not, is near the bottom of the list 
as far as athletic ability. But Jacob outworks 
every single one of us.”
Sure, Jacob had natural ability. You can’t 
amass 7,656 yards of off ense and score 103 
touchdowns as a four year starting quarter-
back without a little bit of natural ability. But 
it was hard work that helped him excel. 
As a Colonel, Jacob has seen playing time 
because of his work ethic. In four games, he 
has two rushing touchdowns and is 10-for-18 
with 107 passing yards. 
“I don’t think a lot of people realized how 
hard he would work outside of practice,” 
said Mark Peach, Jacob’s high school football 
coach. “Th is was a kid who in the off season be-
fore school would pull a weight sled around 
the fi eld for fun.” 
Jacob weighed more than 10 pounds at 
birth. By 12, he was wearing extra-large 
T-shirts weighing more than 220 pounds. 
 At the time his size didn’t hurt his ath-
letic abilities because he was bigger than ev-
eryone. But during the summer, before ninth 
ODDS
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Morehead State came back for a 2-1 double overtime win against the Colonels on Sunday. Eastern 
has never beaten the Eagles in the soccer program’s history. 
Autumn Harms, center, attempts a block during Tuesday’s loss to 
Tennessee State. The Colonels are 1-2 in their last three games. 
By CHRIS MCGEE
progress@eku.edu
AGAINSTall
TRUE FRESHMAN QUARTERBACK  
BATTLED BACK FROM EARLY 
CHILDHOOD COMPLICATIONS
